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Agricultural chemists and control offi-
cials meeting in Washington

ASHINGTON THIs WEEK, Oct. 12 to
W17, is the center for much of the
future news of Federal and State regu-
lations. Four different associations con-
cerned directly with the problems of
enforcement of regulations concerning
agricultural chemistry are meeting in
succession at the Shoreham Hotel. The
organizations are: the Association of
Official Agricultural Chemists, the Asso-
ciation of American Feed Control
Officials, Association of American Fer-
tilizer Control Officials, the Association
of Economic Poison Control Officials.

The Association of Official Agri-
cultural Chemists was formed in 1884
for the purpose of getting uniform meth-
ods of analysis for phosphoric acid
in fertilizer. Industry and control
officials until that time had been using
differing systems for this analysis, re-
sulting in disagreements concerning
labeling claims. Since that time the

association has served as a clearing
house for analytical methods.

The AOAC is composed of state and
federal chemists responsible for control
by analysis of commodities relating to
agriculture, and other commodities
which may be governed by chemical
standards of inspection except drugs.
The AOAC is primarily concerned with
the establishment of uniform methods
of analysis for these commodities.

The association of chemists was the
parent organization of the control
officials associations which are also
meeting the same week. The chemists
are concerned primarily with methods
of analysis, while the control associations
are interested in uniformity of regulations
between the various states.

The Association of American Feed
Control Officials was formed in 1913.
Composed principally of state control
officials the association works for coop-
eration between industry and the state
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regulatory agencies on matters concern-
ing agricultural feed.

Following World War II there was a
great increase in the use of complex
organic insecticides. With the com-
mercial development of these products
there was a parallel move on the parts of
the various states to regulate the labeling
and sale of the materials. Regulations
were established for their control, and
these regulations were often enforced by
the agricultural chemists of the various
states. The Association of Economic
Poison Control Officials was thus formed,
largely from the membership of the
AOAC to promote effective rulings and
enforcement of these various economic
poisons regulations.

At this same time, 1946, another
organization composed of state fertilizer
control officials was formed, the Associa-
tion of American Fertilizer Control
Officials. Like the Economic Poisons
group, it considers problems associated
with control of new preparations.

Most of the officials coming to Wash-
ington this week will probably attend
the meetings of all four of these groups
which are scheduled consecutively.
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